
The Importance of a Home Inspection in Real Estate Transactions

For Buyers: Protecting Your Investment

A home inspection evaluates a property's condition, identifying potential issues like structural damage, 
plumbing leaks, or electrical hazards. This process empowers buyers to negotiate repairs, adjust o�ers, 
or walk away from risky purchases, helping avoid costly surprises after closing.

For Sellers: Adding Value to Your Property

A pre-inspection uncovers problems that could lower o�ers or jeopardize deals. Fixing these issues 
upfront increases the home’s appeal and value, leading to quicker sales and smoother transactions. It 
also demonstrates transparency, building trust with buyers.

Is a Home Inspection Mandatory?

While not legally required, a home inspection is highly recommended. Without it, buyers purchase the 
property "as-is," risking hidden costs and repairs later.

What Does a Home Inspection Cover?

A standard inspection includes:

Specialized inspections, like for pests or environmental hazards, may be needed based on the 
property's location or age.

The Bottom Line

A home inspection protects buyers and sellers alike. It ensures informed decisions, reduces risks, and 
leads to smoother transactions for all parties involved.
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Foundation and Roofing: Checking for structural integrity and leaks.
Plumbing and Electrical: Identifying leaks, outdated wiring, or hazards.
HVAC Systems: Ensuring heating and cooling systems function properly.
Windows, Doors, and Appliances: Testing functionality and seals.



Home Inspectors Number Website

Pillar to Post 360-392-8731 https://pillartopost.com

Sound To Mountain Home 
Inspections (Caleb Posey)

425-239-6393 http://www.stmhomeinspection
s.com

Win Home Inspection 360-398-8710 https://wini.com/whatcom/?
utm_source=gmb_listing&utm_

medium=organic

All Islands Home Inspectors 360-298-1163 https://allislandsinspections.co
m

Habitat Home Inspections - 
Brain Mattioli

360-366-8142 https://www.habitathomeinspe
ctions.com

BNB Inspections - Brad 
Barbour

360-724-8180 https://bnbhomeinspections.co
m

Sobjack Home Inspections, LLC 
- Casey Sobjack

360-306-6079 https://www.sobjackhomeinspe
ctions.com

RCA Home Inspectors 360-303-2030 https://www.rcahomeinspectio
ns.com

Fleshman Construction 
Inspectors

360-708-4000 http://fleshmaninspections.co
m

Baker Home Inspection - 
Jordan Baker

360-305-6198 https://www.bakerhomeinspect
ions-wa.com

Ground Up Inspection - Adam 
Morvee

360-927-1723 https://www.groundupinspectio
n.com
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In Washington State, specific regulations govern the referral and selection of home inspectors 
in real estate transactions. Key provisions include:

These regulations are outlined in the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) chapters 18.85 and 
18.280, which address real estate brokers and managing brokers, as well as home inspectors, 
respectively. Additionally, the Washington Administrative Code (WAC) provides detailed rules 
under chapter 308-124C regarding real estate records and responsibilities.

Adhering to these laws ensures transparency and integrity in real estate transactions, 
protecting the interests of all parties involved.

Here are the key laws to keep in mind regarding home 
inspections:

Client Autonomy in Inspector Selection: Real estate professionals must not direct clients 
toward a particular home inspector, ensuring clients have the freedom to choose their 
own inspector. 
Washington State Legislature
Disclosure of Relationships: If a real estate licensee refers a client to a home inspector 
with whom they have a business or familial relationship, this connection must be fully 
disclosed in writing before the inspector's services are utilized. 
Washington State Legislature
Prohibition of Referral Incentives: Exchanging favors or incentives for referrals between 
real estate professionals and home inspectors is strictly prohibited. 
Washington State Legislature
Mandatory Licensing for Home Inspectors: All home inspectors operating in Washington 
State are required to be licensed, ensuring they meet established standards of 
competency and professionalism. 
Washington State Legislature
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